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The Christchurch Earthquake... 

Tremaine Falanitama Room 7 

They thought it was over. But it wasnôt. On the 22nd of February, at 12:51pm, 

a 6.3 magnitude earthquake hit the city of Christchurch. The disaster was a lot 

worse, physically, and emotionally, even though the magnitude was lower 

than the September Quake magnitude, which was 7.1 on the Richter scale.  

Christchurch was not the only city that was hit by the earthquake. Lyttleton,     

Bexton, and other suburbs were hit, but the two worst hit buildings were the 

Pyne Gould Building, and the CTV Building. Prime Minister, John Key said 

that the damage around all the suburbs hit, would cost an estimated $16    

BILLION dollars to repair. Unlike the September Quake, where no-one was 

killed, sadly, 154 people have been found  in the rubble and confirmed dead. 

Luckily, people from around 

Christchurch, throughout New 

Zealand, and around the world 

are giving a helping hand with 

generous donations, and Search 

and Rescue recruits are helping 

        By Renee Page, Room 18 

Just as Howick Intermediate was settling down after lunch on Wednesday, 2nd March, the silence of the school 

was shattered with a loud piercing bell. IT WAS A FIRE BELL! We were all evacuated to the field and students 

asked Mr McAleese fantastic questions about other cases of evacuations e.g.: earthquake, Tsunamis, and fire 

disasters.  

Everyone was excited about the fire drill as we now know what to do in the case of a fire .  

The things to remember are: 

If the bell rings for a long time it  

means there might be a fire and we  

need to evacuate to the field with our  

teacher. 

If the bell goes for a long time but  

keeps stopping , get under a table OR  

sturdy doorway because this may mean  

an earthquake.                                                          Photo: The school on the field during the fire evacuation 
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Week 5 was yet another busy week for Howick Intermediate students and teachers, going into Part 2 of our 

Aquatics. Children, parents and teachers piled onto the school bus, chatting and laughing away as we headed 

to the Orakei Deep Dive Pool. 

All the kids were extremely excited about the going to the Deep Dive pool, we took a long ride on the bus and 

then finally arrived. 

Everyone wanted to get into the pool, but we had to go over the rules and safety information about life jackets. 

Later on we wore life-jackets and started to feel warm. We go tin the pool and everyone either took the stairs or 

walked off the sideðlike walking the plank!  

We practised moving around with our life jackets in the water and it was exciting swimming around with our 

jackets, because it looked like we were hovering on water. This was called sculling, all the children were having 

great fun and smiling. 

We got out of the pool and learned how to put on a life-jacket as if you were in the water getting rescued. It was 

hard to put on a jacket lying down because we needed to wriggle about slipping one arm in after the other. 

Soon after we partnered up, one buddy got in the pool while the other one had to rescue them. This time we 

tried to put on our life-jacket in water. It was harder than it looked because the buoyancy force was pushing the 

life jacket above the water so we had to try to jump onto the jacket to get it on. The hardest part was zipping the 

jacket up. 

 

Afterwards we all had to get out and get changed...everyone moaned. Once we had changed we were counted 

back onto the bus and rode back to school. Everyone was chatting in the bus about the pool. 

After a cloudy day spent at the Deep Pool we arrived back at school, had morning tea and went to class. The 

pool was a great experience for us all, an awesome wake up call for safety!  

 

Reeshan Kishore Room 20 and Jewel Meredith Room  17 
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