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By Sophie Rm 20  
 

Two groups from Room 20 had the opportunity to enter the BP Challenge. This group was called the Animals group. The 
rules of the BP Challenge were to create an animal enrichment for either the Meerkat or the Spider Monkey. The two groups 
separated into the Meerkats Group and the Spider Monkeys Group. The two groups continuously went to Hard Materials 
after they had decided what each group was going to be creating.  
 
The Meerkats group came up with a tree stump, with drilled holes in it. In the holes would be pine cones filled with food and 
this would be dug underground. This would encourage the Meerkat to be using its natural behaviours: to dig, find their food 
and they could also stand on top of the tree stump. But finding their food would also include a bit of problem solving.  
 
The Spider Monkeys group also came up with an excellent idea for the Spider Monkey which was to be a ladder at the    
bottom of the pole, this would hang up in a tree, and then food would hang off the bottom of the ladder. This enrichment also 
encourages the Spider Monkey to use its natural behaviours, because they would have to swing from the bottom of the   
ladder to retrieve their food reward and they would also be using team work to level the seesaw in order to retrieve the food.  
 
When the groups had finished making their enrichment they would then enter the BP Challenge and wait for the judgement. 
The winning group (1st place) around Auckland would get an awesome opportunity to test their enrichment out at Hamilton 
Zoo. For the past three years Howick Intermediate has come in first place. So we were all hoping that either the Spider   
Monkey or the Meerkat group would get to go to Hamilton Zoo. As the results finally came in. The Meerkats group got Highly 
Commended, but the Spider Monkeys group got... second place! We were all very proud that we were placed second and 
even prouder that we got into the finals.  

By Vanessa Ung, Rm 10 

The competition was tough but the words were 

even  harder. Sitting up on the stage were all the 

contestants for Howick Intermediateõs Term 3 

Spelling Bee. 

One by one, the contestants stood up to spell 

their given words and slowly they all got eliminat-

ed, leaving just three people: Tessa, Jesscynta and 

Marlon. 

Sadly Tessa was the next one eliminated, leaving 

just two peopleñJesscynta and Marlon. After a 

long, hard fight the winner was decided. There 

could only be one winner and that person wasé. 

Marlon from Room 6! 

Congratulations to Cooper for winning the Term 

3 Spelling Bee, and well done to Ngata for putting 

up a good fight. 

Above: Marlonñ 1st place                 Jesscynta ð2nd place 

Tessañ3rd place 
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Room 18õs sausage sizzle was aimed at raising funds to save the Maui dolphin 

as the population is estimated to be at less than 100 dolphins left in the wild. 

It is on the nationally critical endangered list. and as such are threatened with 

extinction. 

We wanted to create awareness about these dolphins as we found out that: 

They live for only 20 years and only start to breed once they are 7 or 

8 years old.  

 Fishing is the greatest known human threat to Hectorõs and Mauiõs 

dolphins ð is responsible for about 75% of reported deaths. 

Their habitat is on the East coast of the North islandñthe Manukau 

harbour being one of their favourite spots. It is therefore important 

that we make sure fishing is not done in certain areas and coastal 

guards should be limiting the fish caught so feeding is in plentiful sup-

ply. 

Room 18 decided to hold a sausage sizzle and donate the funds raised to the 

Department of Conservation so that they can maximise public awareness in 

the areas where the Maui dolphins are situated. 

With the support from the school they were able to raise $240.  The cheque 

was presented to Stephanie, from DoC, after she gave the class an informative 

talk about  their work with the dolphins. 

We are learning about endangered species in our 

class.  This is an acrostic poem that we wrote:                       

Survival 

Slowly, struggling, snake 

Underneath, the Ugandan universe 

Reflecting rays of raging red 

Venomous, vengeance, vendetta 

Inconspicuously, invading indigenous 

Village, victims, viciously  

A ttacked! 

Lifelessly, lies, lonely 
 

By: Frank, Rishaal, Matt, Mal, Kevin (Room 18) 

Here is a letter that the Marine Life group sent Sealord with regards to their 

fishing methods:  

Tuesday, 4 October 2011                                                                                                                                        

Dear Mr. Stuart, 

We, the Marine Life group,  have been researching fishing methods and we 

feel that you are overfishing and killing all the fish in the sea so that one day 

soon, the least concerned fish will be extinct. 

By over fishing, all marine species will become endangered. Not enough 

fish are left in the ocean for reproduction because you are over fishing, and 

then more and more fish will become endangered. 

The FAD fishing method you are using is unacceptable because it attracts a 

wide range of marine species. These species are then caught indiscrimi-

nately in purse nets. This means that fish that you do not need are caught 

up and later thrown out dead. 

The customers who buy your product are expecting to find and eat tuna. 

Instead when they open up the tin of tuna they might be eating by catch and 

this could be anything from small size fish to sharks, turtles or dolphin! As 

consumers we would not like to be eating these marine animals and we 

think your products are misleading. 

When you catch tuna and other fish you are making marine life become 

extinct. As soon as one marine species dies it affects the food chain, and 

then it  affects it more and more until the whole food chain is destroyed and 

then there are no more fish in the ocean. That would then affect all of us 

and how we eat. Imagine life without fish. It would destroy your company. 

Please STOP killing our marine life. 

What our group is trying to say is ï can you please change your fishing 

methods so that there will be more fish in the future? 

Yours Sincerely, 

Jacinta Hanscamp, Mohammed Zaheer, Gary Shen, Erica Oguro, and 

Jeremy Zeng. 

ABOVE: Shaman, Erica and Matt handing over the cheque to Stephanie 

BELOW: Room 18 received special certificates from DoC for their commitment . 
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Howick Intermediate seeks  assistance to 

help build its McCain School Veggie 

Patch 

As part of our inquiry this term our group is learning about 

organic gardening.  We have joined schools around the   

country and registered for the McCain school veggie patches 

program. We hope that you will support us by bringing in the 

barcodes from McCain vegetable packs to school so we can   

redeem them for points. 

This is an awesome time our group in room five to learn  

about healthy eating in an outdoor  environment. 

To help with our class veggie patch we need you to just    

collect and bring in barcodes to school.  When we come 

around to collect them we need you to place them in the   

collecting box. 

Each barcode gets our class                                              

more points that can be                                                       

used to buy gardening tools                                                 

and seeds. 

You can find out more about                                                 

the school veggie patches at:                                                     

www.mccainveggiepatches.com  

By Room 5 

By Samantha and Natalia, Rm 19 

Wham! Howick Intermediate yet again has spiked the other 

team out of the water! 

A team of 13 boys went to the SEZ Volleyball tournament 

taking first place. The boys worked together with confi-

dence and pride. They have made it to the Interzone Tour-

nament representing 12 schools. So we say good luck to the 

boys and go hard! 

We asked them some questions and this is what some of 

them had to say about their day: 

1. What was the best part of your day? 

2. Was it worth going to the tournament? 

3. Did you enjoy taking part? 

4. Why do you think you did so well? 
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Reeshan Kishore Rm 20 

An inquiry group of young amazing authors in Room 20 created the book ôPaperõs Life Storyõ 

which, when finished, was given to Howick Primary as their social action. Late after they were 

secretly entered into the Barfoot and Thompson Young Authors Challenge but when found 

out that their story is one of eight winning stories of the competition their jaws dropped. 

In 2008 Barfoot and Thompson Real Estate developed the Young Authors Challenge to raise 

money for the Starship Foundation.  Young Authors from year one to eight in Auckland and 

Northland can enter this competition. The   judges will be looking in your story for an original 

idea, interesting characters and setting, a complication; it is targeted to five to ten year olds 

and has an inspirational and positive message. The winners get to work with famous New Zealand author John Parker to edit their story and 

it then is illustrated by Rugby Legend and Amateur artist Keven Mealamu so it is ready to be published. Then it will be sold with every cent 

raised going to the Starship Foundation and copies are provided for the patients at Starship to encourage reading. 

Deforestation was the groupõs selected topic with a specific focus on paper recycling to reduce the amount of deforestation. 

Their smart social action was to create a sophisticated picture book on paper recycling that     

persuades primary children to recycle paper. To achieve this they had to research and analyse 

other stories to help them write the introduction, complication and solution. Each of them wrote 

their own narrative about paper recycling and as a group they identified parts they could combine. 

They went to Art to make recycled paper into a paste for the cover of the book and they did line    

drawings for making the illustrations. When it was finished the story was bound together and was 

given to Howick Primary to place in their library. The group had filled with joy as they achieved 

their superior social action and have raised awareness of deforestation and recycling paper. The 

decision of entering the Young Authors Challenge was to get more publicity of their story so more 

people are aware of deforestation.  

John Parker and Barfoot and Thompson came to Howick Intermediate to congratulate the group with a certificate. After, the group had a 

workshop with John    Parker to share ideas for anything they want to change in their story. Few ideas were shared and many photos were 

taken, Soon after John Parker visited Room 20 and explained about being an author and how get ideas to write your own story. He then 

read us some of his fantastic stories and one of them was a very sad poem about his ill cat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group is excited about their story being published. They had enjoyed editing their story with John Parker and maybe they will become 

future published authors.   

Young Authors Challenge
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JEWEL MEREDITH, RM 17  

As the bus pulled into the H.I.S driveway on Friday of week 6,  students, teachers and some parents 

watched as the squad of 38 exhausted but excited students got off the busé Well, where were 

they? They were at sports camp of course! 

On Monday of week 5, selected students from Howick Intermediate piled on a bus and headed 

down to Totara Springs in Matamata, prepared for a week of fun, and sport in a very competitive 

environment. The squad spent months training and preparing for this action packed event. 

The sports in which they were preparing for were: Basketball, Hockey, Mixed soccer, Softball, 

Touch, Swimming, Scramball, Rugby, Cheer,  Volleyball, Bowls, Caged soccer,  Indoor Hockey, 

Croquet, Darts, Indoor soccer, Petanque, Team triathlon, Tennis, Wall Ball, Table tennis, Netball, 

Archery, Chess, Draughts, Kayaking, Shooting and athletics, in all these sports we competed against 

7 other schools, and overall we came second. 

Everyone in the H.I.S sports academy squad worked extremely hard to achieve it was a fantastic week for us all. We had a set 

goal of bringing back 5 trophies but ended up coming back with 7! And 11 runner ups.  

We got trophies in: Tennis, Mixed soccer, Indoor soccer boys, Indoor soccer girls,  Wall Ball, An award which Caitlin Barrett 

got and Scramball. Altogether we got a total of 18 awards, an outstanding effort! 

Thank you so much to Mrs Taylor, for all her hard work. Mr P, Miss Dawson and Mr Angell for coming and supporting us 

while we were at camp. And a massive congratulations to the H.I.S squad, especially Caitlin Barrett who got the best girl   

athlete. GO HOWICK! 

I interviewed two people who were apart of the squad about their time at camp. These are the questions I asked them.   

SPORTS CAMP  

  Katie, Rm 17: 

What sports were you apart of?  

I was a part of Volleyball, Hockey, Netball, Touch, Indoor Hockey, Indoor soccer, standing long 

jump and basketball . 

Did you enjoy camp, why?  

Yes! I learnt heaps of skills, it was awesome. 

What were your highlights?  

My highlight was being in the finals for volley, winning trophies and having fun. 

 

Bronston, Rm 13: 

What sports were you apart of?  

I was in Volleyball, Soccer, Basketball, Rugby, Softball, Shot put, Javelin and standing long 

jump. 

Did you enjoy camp, why?  

Yes, it was a good experience, good environment, also spending time with the boys and 

girls. 

What were your highlights?  

My highlight was when we won some sports, I felt really happy. 


